
     Mahatma Jotir ao Phule 
Father of  IndiaÕs Social Reform

In the March edition of this newsletter , we wrote about redemptive analogies. SpeciÞcally, we dis-
cussed King Bali. We explained how IndiaÕs low-caste peoples (OBCÕs) are longing for a Messiah to 
rescue them from their oppression, and that this longing is a good platform fr om which to speak 
about Jesus. When presented as King Bali, Jesus is the Perfect FulÞllment of deep-seated longings of  
the OBCÕs. The analogy of Bali and Jesus, then, is a platform of r edemption for the peoples. 

In March, we also mentioned that we ar e not the ones who originally discover ed this particular re-
demptive analogy. Rather, a man named Jotirao Phule (pronounced foolÕ-aay) Þrst discovered the link 
between Jesus and the returning King Bali, also known as Baliraja. Since you will hear us at 
Truthseekers mention his name often, we thought it was time to tell you mor e about Phule, and what 
he did to build bridges to Christ within the Indian context.

Phule was a social and spiritual reformer who fought ardently against the caste system and the op -
pression of women. He lived from 1827 to 1890. In 1873, Phule formed Satya Shodhak Samaj, the 
Society for the Seekers of Truth. His goal for this society was to liberate IndiaÕs low caste peoples 
(OBCs), the Dalits (Untouchables) and the tribal peoples from the atrocities of caste. Incidentally , it is 
no coincidence that Sunil Sardar chose the name Truthseekers when establishing this ministry.

Phule was from a low-caste backgr ound. His father was a gardener. With this background, he should 
not have had access to education. However , through missionary inßuence on his family, he was edu-
cated in a missionary school, and was exposed to the message of the Gospel during his formative 
years. It is true that Phule never claimed to be a Christian, but, based on the statements he made, 
and the life he lived, we believe Phule was a follower of Christ. By not r eferring to himself as a Chris-
tian, Phule remained free from ofÞcial association with a particular religion which, in the divided soci -
ety of India, would have caused severe limitations to his work.  

It is absolutely clear that Phule presented Jesus as the returning Bali Þgure mentioned in low-caste 
folklore. He wrote in a number of volumes, both dir ectly and indirectly, about the link between Jesus 
and Bali. In his most signiÞcant work, Slavery, Phule entitled chapter 10, The Second Baliraja, the De-
feat of the Brahminical Religion... He wrote:

...one great champion of the downtr odden, the holiest of holy , the great sage and lover of 
Truth, Baliraja, came into this world...He [ Baliraja] fathomed...that... knowledge [of the Truth 
should] be shared by all alike. Therefore he undertook the task of r eleasing his poor op-

Dear friends- due to staff travel schedules, we were unable to issue our quarterly 
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pressed brethren from the bondage of slavery...and str ove to establish the kingdom of 
God on earth . Thus, the prophecy of our  ancient women, that o ne day BaliÕs kingdom will 
be established on earth once again, was realized at least to some extent, [and] millions be -
came followers of this Baliraja  in Europe . All of them began to work ceaselessly for this 
noble task of establishing GodÕs Kingdom on earth...

Later, he wrote,

Several American and Scottish missionaries, followers of the Baliraja  in the W est, that 
is Jesus Christ , came to this country ...[and] preached the true teachings of Jesus among 
the shudras [low-caste]...They [the missionaries] pulled out the r ope of slavery from around 
their [low-castesÕ] necks...

Phule is once again becoming a prominent in India. Although most low- caste Indians are illiterate, and 
therefore ignorant of PhuleÕs writings, those who have heard of Phule know him as IndiaÕs Father of 
Social Reform. More than 100 years after his death, his legacy is continuing to gr ow. 

We at Truthseekers are thankful that God has planted seeds in the many cultur es of India. PhuleÕs 
writings are one such seed. Because Phule, an Indian of signiÞcant reputation, spoke about Jesus as 
the completion of the OBCÕs ancient desire for a messiah, we at Truthseekers are able to easily do the 
same. This type of analogy helps to free OBCÕs from the fear that following Jesus is only a wester n 
religion. We praise God that low- caste India is receiving the news with great joy!
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Prayer- Thank you friends for praying for us, and the establishment of GodÕs Kingdom in India:

Thank you for praying for the national elections held in May. GodÕs hand was upon the nation, 
which elected a party which, at least on face value, seems to hold mor e pr omise than the 
other alter natives for the lower castes and minority communities.
! Pray for the countryÕs new leaders. That God will convict them of sin and corruption, and 

would show them the way to live and lead the country in a righteous manner . 
! Please continue to pray for our neighbor-country, Pakistan, and the inter nal conflict with 

the Taliban.
! There ar e so many needs in India, especially in the low-caste gr oups in which we work. 

Please pray we would have GodÕs clear dir ection on wher e to focus our ener gies and r e-
sources. GodÕs energy and His bank ar e limitless, but ours ar e not, and we need to know His  
clear call on the specific steps we should take, the specific tasks we ar e to accomplish.

! Please pray that low-caste India (OBCs), about 650 million people, would continue to dis -
cover , in great numbers, the goodness of God and His pr ovision for a savior and shepher d 
in Yeshu-Baliraja (Jesus). He is worthy of their praise.



Caste Reconciliation
In April, 2009, we invited approximately 50 caste leaders 
to a neutral site in the city of Nagpur for a Caste  Recon -
ciliation Retr eat . This was the second of what we hope 
will be many such meetings. The goal of these meetings 
is deceptively simple. Leaders gather to discuss issues of  
caste and oppression, to share experiences, to build rela-
tionships, to discuss the Kingdom of God, and to simply 
live and eat together for a few days . 

What makes these gatherings unique, and more complex 
than westerners can imagine, is that here in India, caste divides people at all  levels. There are as 
many as 6,000 castes  in India, and each one is pitted against the others. Ther e is no sense of gather-
ing together to Þght against the oppr essive group at the top. Rather, every single layer of society has 
groups above and below. There is absolutely no sense of common experience or common goals. 
Caste dictates that if someone is a lower caste than I am, then that person will pollute me and my 
family. That person has less value than I do, and that person is made  to serve me. Caste also says 
that, in turn, I am also below another group, and I will pollute that gr oup as much as the ones below 
mine pollute me. ThereÕs a famous saying, ÒWhen two people Þght, the third proÞts.Ó ThatÕs IndiaÕs 
caste system, with those on top beneÞtting fr om the brokenness of society due to the caste system. 

With that context, then, imagine the importance of gathering what we thought would be about 50 
caste leaders from various OBC and Dalit backgrounds to talk, share, pray, and EAT together (Eating 
is one of the more polluting events that one should never do acr oss caste lines). 

When the word got out that we wer e hosting this retreat,  though, demand swelled. In the end, 81 
leaders gathered together for relationship building, eating, and even prayer. For the Þrst time ever, 
some of these caste leaders met together to discuss common issues and struggles. Bridges wer e 
built across caste lines, and through it all, Yeshu-Baliraja (Jesus) was proclaimed. 

We at Truthseekers are becoming convinced that or ganizing these retreats is an extremely important 
aspect of our ministry . Due to such events, the attendees recognize that we at Truthseekers are inter-
ested in their welfare, and they are mindful of how unpr ece-
dented these gatherings are. The way is truly being Òmade 
straight for the Lord!Ó (Jn 1:23).

We are so thankful to God for the His pr esence during the 
April retreat. Our next r etreat is July 23-25. Please con -
tinue to pray  that GodÕs wave of reconciliation would 
sweep across IndiaÕs low-caste millions. God has paid the 
price to reconcile us to Himself, and to r econcile us to each 
other. He is worthy of the glory r eceived when walls col -
lapse, and peoples of all the nations gather in His name!
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Mark your calendars for TruthseekersÕ  
5th Annual Thanksgiving in India. Usher -
ing in the Kingdom...one foot at a time!

November 19-27, 2009

Please visit our website at 
www.truthseekersna.org , or contact 
Noel Becchetti at noelpb@gmail.com  
for more information. 
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